Chapter 10.2 Spanish American War                   Date:
1. Why did Cubans rebel against Spain?

· Spain had lost most colonies, retained only Philippines, Guam, Cuba & Puerto Rico

2. Why was the US interested in Cuba?

· 90 miles from Florida

· Guarded passage through the Caribbean & future site of canal

· Tried to buy it 1854; turned down

· Sugar plantations

· After 1886 rebellion, Spain ended slavery on island

· US investments begin

3.  Why was America split on the Cuban Rebellion?

· Investors wanted to support Spain to protect property

· Many saw effort for freedom as like our own

4. How did Spain react to the rebellion?

· Sent General Valeriano Weyler to crush it

· He set up world’s first concentration camps for entire population of central and western Cuba

· To prevent them from assisting rebels

· 300,000 in camps, thousands died of hunger, disease

5.  How did American Newspapers speed up US involvement?
· Competition between Pulitzer and Hearst for lurid headlines

· Exaggerated accounts of suffering

· Stories of poisoned wells & children thrown to sharks

· Yellow Journalism

· Americans believed stories

· De Lome letter: Spanish minister in Washington wrote home of McKinley pandering to public opinion

· Letter stolen, published

· De Lome apologized

· Americans angered

· U.S.S. Maine exploded in Havana Harbor

· 260 killed… cry for war against Spain

6.  How did war break out, after Spain agreed to all US concessions?

· TR gave Commodore Dewey the order to attack the Spanish fleet at Manila, Philippines

· Within hours, whole Spanish fleet destroyed.

· Filipinos supported US in Philippines to gain freedom from Spain

· Rebel leader Emilio Aguinaldo worked with 11000 US troops

· Spanish surrendered in Philippines in 2 months

7.  How did the War in Cuba show our state of readiness for war?

· Naval attack on Cuba begins:

· Admiral Sampson sealed up harbor of Santiago

· 125,000 US volunteers flooded Tampa Florida waiting to embark

· poor training, poor supplies, embalmed beef, winter uniforms

· TR and Rough Riders captured US ship and held it for two weeks

· Most famous land battle: Santiago; Kettle Hill 

· Victory cleared the way for attack on important San Juan Hill

· Spanish fleet tried to escape harbor; battle destroyed Spanish fleet

· ** We were lucky Spain was less prepared than we were.

8.  What were the terms of the Treaty of Paris?

· Spain freed Cuba

· Spain turned over Puerto Rico, Guam to us

· Spain sold us Philippines for $20 million

9. What was the debate over the treaty?

· Do we have the right/ responsibility to annex the Philippines?

· Did treaty violate Dec of Indep by denying self gov? 

· Booker T Washington points out US doesn’t know what to do with nation’s blacks… now acquiring millions more minorities?

· Labor leaders feared competition from cheap foreign labor
