Chapter 10.1  Imperialism & America   Date:
1. Why did the US want colonies overseas?

· Global competition

· Europeans had competed for colonies in Asia for 200 yrs

· Military Strength

· Admiral Alfred T Mahan argued that we needed a 2 ocean navy to keep up & compete

· US built 9 steel cruisers & became 3rd largest naval power

· Thirst for New Markets

· Needed raw materials for our factories

· Needed new markets for our products

· *solution to US overproduction of goods

· Belief in Cultural Superiority

· As the superior race: White Anglo Saxon Protestants, it was our duty to uplift & Christianize the Heathen
2. Why was overproduction of goods so bad for our economy?

· Overproduction of goods ( unsold products ( layoffs ( unemployment rises ( decline in purchasing of goods ( More surplus of goods ( More layoffs ( LESS spending ( MORE surplus… (
· Depression

3.  How did we acquire Alaska?
· William Seward, Sec State (Lincoln & A. Johnson) purchased for $7.2 million from Russia 1867

· “Seward’s Folly” until 1959… oil discovered

4. How did we acquire Hawaii?

· Important since 1790s as coaling station on the way to/from China

· Descendants of American Missionaries were sugar planters 

· Sold most of sugar to US; if it became US property… no sugar duty! (since McKinley tariff of 1890)

· Foreigners & immigrant laborers outnumbered Hawaiians 3:1

· White Sugar Planters forced King Kalakua to grant vote ONLY to wealthy landowners
· King died; sister became Queen Liliuokalani

· ‘Hawaii for Hawaiians!’

· Proposed removing property owning qualification for voting

· Planters launched revolution

· Marines helped

· Planter Sanford B. Dole governed

· President Cleveland ordered Queen be put back in power

· Dole refused

· Cleveland recognized the Republic of Hawaii

· But refused to annex

· 1897 McKinley succeeded Cleveland

· annexed Hawaii 1898 as territory

· Became 50th state 1959

Why might Hawaiians resent white Americans to this day?

