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1.  How did public schools change in the 1920s?

· In 1914, 1 million children attended high school.

· By 1926 4 million attended

· Before the 20s, only college bound students went to HS

· In the 20s, HS began offering some vocational classes

· HS also helped immigrant children learn English

2.  How did Americans stay informed?

· Huge national chain newspapers had absorbed hundreds of small local papers by the 20s.

· Many magazines covered the news at home and abroad
· Radio supplied news, entertainment and advertisement
3. What were popular pastimes of the Twenties?

· Crossword puzzles

· Mahjong

· All things Egyptian (King Tutankhamen had been discovered)

· Flagpole sitting

· Dance marathons

· Sports: esp. baseball, tennis
· Following famous people: Babe Ruth, Charles Lindbergh

4. Who was Lucky Lindy?

· Charles Lindbergh flew non-stop NY –Paris 1927

· 33.5 hours

· Plane: Spirit Of St. Louis

· Became a hero in France & US

· Won $25,000 became first Super Star

· One of his children was kidnapped and killed 1932

· Opposed entering WWII, 1941, blamed British and Jews for pulling us in.
· Seen as anti-Semitic- popularity waned.

5. What were the arts like in the 1920s?

· 1st talking picture, 1927: The Jazz Singer, Al Jolson

· Eugene O’Neill’s plays focused on modern isolation, family conflict

· George Gershwin created a new style of music fusing traditional elements with Jazz

· Edward Hopper, artist, painted lonely street scenes

· Georgia O’Keeffe painted brightly colored flowers, street scenes of NY

· Sinclair Lewis’s novel: Babbitt ridiculed American conformity & materialism

· F. Scott Fitzgerald’s novels showed that money doesn’t buy happiness for the rich

· Edith Wharton, The Age of Innocence, showed clash of modern values with traditional.

· Willa Cather’s books portrayed lives of farmers
· Edna St. Vincent Millay poems celebrated youth and independence

· The lost Generation: Fitzgerald, Hemmingway, Gertrude Stein moved to Paris, disillusioned with America.
