18.2 The Cold War Heats Up
I. Why was 1949 such a big year in Cold War history?


A. Soviets got the bomb


B.  End of the Berlin Blockade


C.  NATO signed


D.  East Germany established


E.  China Falls to Communism
II.  How did China become Communist?


A. US supported Chiang Kai-shek in the civil War



1. Popular in US because of resistance to Japanese in WWII



2. State Dept found him inefficient and corrupt



3. Chiang’s policies undermined his popularity




a. example: collecting a grain tax during a famine



4. Mao Zedong (Communist) won peasant support




a. taught peasants to read




b. helped improve food production


B. 1944-47 US played peacemaker while supporting Chiang



1. 2 Billion in aid

C. 1949 Chiang and followers forced out of Beijing to Formosa (Taiwan)



1. Ended 20 years of civil war

D. US conservatives blame Truman for not giving Chiang enough support



1. “soft on communism”



2. Had containment failed?
a. Democrats held office during the 30s and war years





*we recognized the USSR





*we allied with ‘Uncle Joe Stalin’

* Communism was tolerated… even avant guard

 

3. We refuse to allow Red China to be seated at UN




a. USSR walks out in protest

III.  How did the Korean War break out?


A. Japan ruled Korea since 1910 (after China)


B. After WWII; Japan defeated

1. Soviet troops occupied North Korea, trained Kim Il Sung to rule as Communist

2.  US occupied S. Korea, trained Syngman Rhee to rule as Democracy


a. we cut back forces


b. Soviets assume we won’t fight here



* back N. Korea with tanks, planes, $$


C. June 1950 N. Koreans invaded S. Korea



1. pushed S. Koreans to tip of peninsula (Pusan)

2. UN security council votes to support S. Korea (USSR not there to veto)

3. Truman orders troops in Japan to support S. Koreans

4. Truman sent 7th Fleet between Formosa and China


a. to protect Chiang


b. Executive Action, no declaration of war

IV. How did we fail to win in Korea?
A.  McArthur launched counter attack behind enemy lines at Inchon Bay


1. drove enemy north almost to China’s border

a. Wanted to unify Korea, drive into China and defeat Mao 

b. Told Truman the Chinese would not attack back

B. Nov. 1950, China entered war on side of N. Korea


1. 300,000 poured across border



a. saw Korea as a buffer zone to protect Manchuria



b. Zhou En-lai (4n minister) won’t allow invasion. 


2. New War, said MacArthur, let’s attack China NOW! With Nukes!

C. US slowly pushes back to 38th parallel 


1. Truman at peace negotiations



a. undermined by MacArthur calling for Nukes! Now!

b. Koreans and Chinese wonder who is in charge, Truman or MacArthur?

D. MacArthur publicly criticizes Truman; calls for the power to wage war himself
E. Truman fired MacArthur for insubordination


1. To keep the military under the control of civilians

F. MacArthur goes home to victory parades, almost 70% public support

2. Truman waits until heat dies down before making his case. 



a. wins back support of people

V. How did Korea end in stalemate?


A. Cease fire agreement reached - 


B. Korea remained divided



1. 54,000 American lives lost


C. Issue in 1952 election



1. Ike promised to go to Korea and end the war




a. Armistice 1953

