Ch 9.2 Women get involved in Public Life (influencing social + economic change)
1.  Before the Civil War, what did most women do?
· take care of the family

2. After the Civil War, how did this change?

· only middle and upper class women could afford to do so; the rest worked for wages.

· Farm women cooked, laundered, made clothes, raised livestock, helped plant, harvest.

· 1/5 women worked.

· 25% in factories.

· Lease skilled in garment industry

· Female H.S. grads worked in shops, offices, classrooms

· African-American women & immigrants worked in domestic field

· Cooks, laundry, maids (70% of working women)

3.   What was public opinion toward women at work?
· Men have to work, to support a family

· Women only support themselves (less important)

4.  What kinds of reforms did women seek?

· Dangerous work conditions

· Long work hours

· Low wages

· Temperance

· Child labor

5. How did women become reformers?

· Middle & upper class women’s book clubs grew into reform groups

· Many of these women had attended college

· Vassar, Smith, Wellesley

· Liberal Arts Education: (literature, classics, Latin, etc)

· Female students at other college expected to clean men’s dorms

· Half female college educated never married- many of them became reformers

6. What African American reform group was formed and what was their goal?

7. What women’s reform group split and over what issue? Explain.
8. What was the three part strategy for suffrage among these groups?
