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Ch 11.2: American Power Tips the Balance

1.  How did the U.S. go from unprepared to a large modern army that could determine the outcome of the war?

· Mobilization: amassing a fighting force and materials to fight a war.

· Selective Service Act required men to register in order to be randomly selected

· By 1918 24 million had registered

· 3 million were called up

· 2 million went ‘over there’

· 400,000 African Americans in Arms

· 200,000 in France- mostly non-combat

· Training: 8 months, half in US

· 17 hour days of target practice, bayonet drill, kitchen duty & clean up

· 13,000 women grudgingly accepted for nursing & non-combat positions but denied rank.

· Mass produced food, equipment & men had to be shipped through sub infested waters.

· US took 4 steps to expand our fleet:

· shipyard workers exempt or deferred (delayed) from draft

· PR campaign launched; service flags went to families of shipyard workers, too

· shipyards used Fabrication to build ships.

· *Parts built elsewhere; assembled in shipyards

· Gov took over private ships & converted them for war 

2.  How did Americans ship men & supplies safely to Europe?

· To reduce loss of ships by half, Convoy System was used

· 230 mile long barrier of mines under water of N. Sea to keep U Boats out of Atlantic
 3.  How did American forces & supplies turn the tide of the war?

· Both Allies & Central powers were exhausted after 3 years; US forces were fresh

4. How did the war change Americans?

· Most farm-boys had never seen a big city.

· None had ever seen modern warfare- weapons, suffering on mass scale

5.  What new weapons were used in WWI?

· Machine guns (not new, but different)
· Tanks- steel; bullets bounced off; broke through barbed wire

· Airplanes- flimsy at first

· Air duels with pistols led to improved planes with mounted machine guns and then carrying bomb loads

· By 1918 English planes attacked German weapons factories & army bases

· Poison Gas- led to gas masks

6. What new diseases emerged in the war?

· Trench foot: from standing in cold wet trenches: feet rot, amputation necessary 

· Trench mouth: painful infection of gums & throat

· Dysentery: from polluted water

· Shell Shock: complete emotional collapse “War Neurosis” (PSTD)

· Typhus, trench fever: from lice

· Doctors learned a great deal about fighting infections, skin grafts

7. Why did we wait so long to get into the war?

· To fight on the side of All Democracies, Wilson waited for Russia to collapse & leave the war (early 1917)

· Germans could now put all their forces on the Western Front

8. How did we turn the tide? (timeline)

· May 1917 Germans were 50 miles from Paris

· Americans stopped advance at Cantigny
· Doughboys also helped push back attacks at Chateau-Thierry and Belleau Wood
· July 1917 Americans helped win 2nd battle of Marne

· Sept 1917 Americans mount offensives at Saint-Mihiel and Meuse-Argonne

· Nov 3 1918 Austria-Hungary surrendered
· German sailors mutinied

· Nov 9 1918 socialists set up Republic of Germany in Berlin; Kaiser fled

· Nov 11, 11 am: German commanders signed armistice

9. How could the Germans lose after being told they were winning?

· No allies ever fought in German territory

· No one decisive battle had been fought

· German troops were too exhausted to continue

10. What was the total cost of the war?

· 22 million dead, half were civilian

· 20 million wounded

· 10 million refugees

· $338 Billion

· US: 48,000 dead in battle; 62,000 dead of disease; 200,000 wounded

