Ch 13.2  The Twenties Woman & Youth
1.  Why did young people change the way they behaved?

· Dawn of the modern age: WWI, the pull of the cities

· Fears: moral chaos in Europe

· Disillusionment: Was NOT The War To End All Wars

· Attitude: Be merry for tomorrow we may die! Live it up; Be wild!

2.  How did young women change all the rules of behavior that had always governed them?

· Fashion ideal goes from soft & curvy (hour-glass) to thin, waif-like

· Hemlines rose from ankle to an inch above the knee

· Colors of dresses went from dark to light

· Hair was ‘bobbed’ & dyed jet black
· No more corsets; dresses were loose fit

· No more petticoats, bloomers
· Skin toned silk stockings, long strings of beads
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· Behavioral changes:

· Women began smoking, drinking in public

· Women talked openly about sex

· More casual dances existed

· Men could date anyone; not just courting to marry

· Marriage became more of an equal partnership

3. What was the double standard and why did it exist?
· Casual dating was still only acceptable for men

· Women dated only men they hoped to marry

4.  How did women’s work change at work and at home?

· Time saving appliances and products shortened housework

· Ready made clothes, canned foods shortened work for women at home

· Women joined clubs, spent more time with families

· More jobs opened for women in factories, stores, offices

· Jobs women lost to returning soldiers after WWI reopened over time

· College grads became nurses, teachers, librarians

· Demand went up for clerks, typists, secretaries

· Women worked assembly lines, and as shop girls

· Still only expected to work until married.

5. How did women’s roles change?

· Marriages were more based on love; fewer were arranged

· Fewer children worked in factories; more in school

· More children now had time to play with friends

· Parents rely more on manuals for child care

· Working class & college educated women held down jobs AND were responsible for all housework, childcare, cooking, etc.

· Kids spent more time with peers; less with families

· Teen rebelliousness increased
