Chapter 11.1 World War I begins

4 Causes

	Nationalism:

· Devotion to interests of one’s country/ people

· Competition with other nations.

· Ethnic ties with other people-

  **Serbs w/ Russians

  **Austro-Hungary contains  many Serbs, too- (Rivalry)
	Imperialism:

· Building empires

· Extending political & economic control

· Colonies to supply raw materials & buy finished goods

· Germany industrialized, competes w/ England & France

· Empires – expensive to build & defend…

	Militarism:

· Development of armed forces & use as tool of diplomacy

· “saber-rattling”

· Strongest army by 1890: Germany

· Strongest navy: England

· Germany races to build strong navy

· Naval Race for battleships, destroyers-

· Britain
· Germany

· France
· Italy

· Japan

· US
	Alliance System:
· Two major defensive alliances:

· Triple Entente (Allies):

· France

· Britain

· Russia

· Triple Alliance (Central Powers)

· Austro-Hungary

· Germany

· Italy

· Ottoman Empire

· Secret alliances:

· Russia/Serbia

· France/England


Trigger of War:

· Assassination:

· Arch-Duke Franz Ferdinand & Sophia (heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne)

· By Serbian Nationalist: Gavrilo Princip

· In Hot Spot: Balkans (powder keg of Europe)

· Who wanted it:

Why:

· Russia

Warm water port (Mediterranean)

· Germany

Rail link to Ottoman Empire
· Austro-Hungary  Control over Serbia (had Bosnia)

· Serbia

vision: “Greater Serbia” Empire

Sequence of Events:

June 14: Assassination



Austro-Hungary demands Princip


         Locals refuse

July 28:  Austro-Hungary declares War on Serbia

July 30:  Russia mobilized on Germany’s border (Serb ally)

August 1: Germany (allied with Austria) Declares war on Russia

Aug. 3: Germany declares war on France (Russia’s ally)

              Germany invades Belgium (England’s ally)

              Britain declares war on Germany, Austro-Hungary.

Schlieffen Plan:

· Germany’s lightening warfare (Blitzkrieg) strategy:

· Sweep through ‘lowlands’ into Paris, to take out France first, before Russia wakes up

Digging In: (Western Front)
· Sep. -Allies retreat to Marne River (France) 

· 1st battle; stops G’s advance

· Trenches dug- winter 14-15.

· 3 kinds of trenches:

· Front line

· Support

· Reserve

· Dugouts:
· Officer’s Quarters, outposts

· No Man’s Land:

· Between front line trenches of Allies/ Central Powers

· New technology:

· Trench Warfare- continued over 3 years

· Machine guns

· Mustard Gas (Chemical warfare)

· Air plane (reconnaissance) 

· Deadly impact:

· 1st Battle of Somme (July 1916- Nov)

· 1.2 million dead

· 7 miles of land changed hands

US Neutrality:

· Socialists criticize war as Capitalist battle over markets + colonies
· Pacifists believe war is evil; US should set example & stay out

· Millions of German-Americans had ties

· Millions of Irish-Americans remember British oppression

· Millions more felt close to Britain; language, culture, trade
· Atrocity stories of German Cruelty (propaganda)

· US trade with Britain, France grows during war

How we get pulled in to war:

· Huge loans to Allies must be repaid

· Shipping lanes must stay open

· British Blockade

· To stop import of weapons, food to Germans

· Famine spreads in Germany- 750,000 died

· Germany must break blockade:

· U-boats- 

· Violation of international law

· Lusitania- British liner, almost 1200 dead; 128 Americans

· Arabic- British liner, 2 Americans died
· Arabic Pledge: no more passenger ships

· Sussex- 80 dead

· Sussex pledge- no more.. IF Br. Blockade lifts; otherwise: unrestricted Submarine Warfare!
· Nov. 1916: Wilson re-elected on slogan: He kept us out of war!
US enters war:

· Wilson calls for a peace without victory

· Jan 31, 1917: Kaiser calls for unrestricted submarine warfare

· Zimmermann Note

· From German foreign minister to Mexico (ambassador)

· Proposed alliance: and when G wins; Mx gets back land lost to US in war 1848.

· Russian revolution removed Czar

· No more monarchies among allies… all “democracies”

· We begin to actively support the Kerensky gov. over Bolsheviks (civil war about to break out)

· US declares war to make the world safe for Democracy; 

· Democracy vs. Brutal Monarchies!

